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Tips in Choosing Quality Child Care

(wwiw zerotothree org)

A good caregiver is...

Loving and Responsive

One who hugs, rocks, cuddles, seeks eye contact and enjoys the
child...who responds to the baby's smiles and emerging skills and inter-
ests...who finds ways to expand upon children's play to help them learn
new skills...who is sociable and interested in children. One who talks
with the baby about what they do and see... a playful partner who intro-
duces new ideas, objects and games...who supports children in building
relationships with other children and adults.

Respects the baby's individuality

One who understands and nurtures babies' development...who recog-
nizes the baby's personal rhythms, style, strengths and limitations...and
tunes into these when planning the pace and time for eating, sleeping
and playing...one who is comfortable accommodating to children's spe-
cial needs or conditions.

Provides a stimulating and child-friendly environment

An area that is clean and safe so babies can explore their surround-
ings...filled with interesting and stimulating things to explore...set up to
promote learning through free play...changed regularly to accommodate
the needs of growing infants and toddlers...organized to have distinct
eating and diapering areas and set up to be comfortable and practical for
adults, allowing them to focus on the children.

What to Look for in a Child Care Program

Because the way children are treated by care giving adults shapes their
development in important ways, it is crucial to find a child care profes-
sional who both understands and nurtures children's learning through
the everyday moments they share. For example, does the caregiver talk
to your baby during a diaper change, comfort or sing to her if she is pro-
testing? Oris the diaper change conducted silently, with little attention
paid to the child's experience? Responding to children, even when they
are too young to understand the meaning of our words, lets them know
that their feelings and experiences are important and respected.

If at all possible, before making your program choice, observe caregivers
interacting with children during the day. Parents can learn a lot about a
program simply by watching. Here are some specific criteria to look for
and ask about when visiting a child care program:

Save the Date

March 30th: GSC Meet-
ing . 10-12 @ KCC House

April 16th: Early Child-
hood Conlerence 9-3 «
KCC
*To register for the confer-
cnee please go to our website.
hitp://Kidsgreatstart.org

o April 29th:Virtual Tour

May 19: Star Power in
[Lansing

Check out our website and
event calendar:

http://kidsgreatstart.org
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Crawford, Oscoda, Ogemaw,
Roscommaon, end Iosco Counties
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